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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PBOR, IS, JO 

SUBJECT: JERUSALEM DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 

1 . JERUSALEM POST HAS REPORTED AND ARAB PRESS HAS CARRIED 
FRAGMENTARY ACCOUNTS OF JANUARY 1 1 DECISION BY CITY COUNCIL 
APPROVING DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR MAMILLA DISTRICT MOST OF WHICH 
WAS IN NO-MAN'S-LAND BETWEEN WEST JERUSALEM AND OLD CITY WALLS 
1948-1967. PLAN WILL BE DEPOSITED FOR PUBLIC COMMENT FOR 

THREE MONTH PERIOD BEFORE GOING TO DISTRICT PLANNING COMMISSION 
FOR FINAL APPROVAL. 

2. AREA CONCERNED IS APPROXIMATELY 25 ACRES AND LIES IN 
TRIANGULAR AREA BOUNDED BY ZAHAL SQUARE NEAR MUNICIPALITY, 
JAFFA GATE, AND KING DAVID STREET. FIRST STEP CALLS FOR PLACING 
SECTION OF JAFFA ROAD BETWEEN MUNICIPALITY AND JAFFA GATE 
UNDERGROUND AND BUILDING PEDESTRIAN PLATFORM ABOVE. PLANS 
CURRENTLY BEING EXHIBITED BY MUNICIPALITY PROVIDE FOR RAZING 
OF PRESENT DILAPIDATED BUILDINGS IN THE AREA AND THEIR 
REPLACEMENT BY SHOPS, OFFICES AND APARTMENTS. APPARENTLY, 
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CONSIDERED. 

3. PLAN IS CERTAIN TO STIR DEBATE IN JERUSALEM AND MAY BE 
PICKED UP BY ARAB COUNTRIES. WHILE DRAWINGS ON EXHIBIT PROVIDE 
FOR WELL-DESIGNED BUILDINGS OF LOW HEIGHT, IMPLEMENTATION 

OF PLAN WILL BRING "MODERN" JERUSALEM UP TO OLD CITY WALLS 
THEREBY CONSIDERABLY ALTERING ASPECT OF JERUSALEM IN THIS AREA. 
FROM WHAT WE UNDERSTAND HEBREW UNION COLLEGE NOT RPT NOT 
AFFECTED. 

4. COST OF SCHEME IS ESTIMATED AT $90 MILLION, SOME OF WHICH 
WILL COME FROM FOREIGN INVESTORS ACCORDING TO MAYOR KOLLEK. 
NEWLIN 
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